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the glory of the King among those Peoples, and induced them
to form an alliance with us. On one oceasion, among the Pou-
teouatemis, he was regarded as a God. Curiosity induced him
to form the acquaintance of this Nation, who dwelt at the foot of
the Bay of Puans [Green Bay]. They had heard of the French,
and their desire to become acquainted with them in order to se-
cure the trade with them had induced these savages to go down
to Montreal, under the guidance of a wandering Outaouak who
was glad to conduct them thither. The French had been de-
scribed to them as covered with hair (the Savages have no
beards), and they believed that we were of a different species
from other men. They were astonished to see that we were
made like themselves, and regarded it as a present that the Sky
and the Spirits had made them in permitting one of the celestial
beings to enter their land. The Old Men solemnly smoked a
Calumet and came into his presence, offering it as homage that
they rendered to him. After he had smoked the Calumet, it
was presented by the Chief to his tribesmen, who all offered it in
turn to one another, blowing from their mouths the tobacco-
smoke over him as if it were incense.! They said to him:
“Thou art one of the chief spirits, since thou usest iron; it is
for thee to rule and protect all men. Praised be the Sun, which
has instructed thee and sent thee to our country.” They adored
him as a God; they took his knives and hatchets and incensed
them with the tobacco-smoke from their mouths; and they pre-
sented to him so many kinds of food that he could not taste them
all. “It is a Spirit,” they said; “these provisions that he has
not tasted are not worthy of his lips.” When he left the room,
they insisted on carrying him upon their shoulders; the way
over which he passed was made clear; they did not dare look in
his face; and the women and children watched him from a dis-
tance. “He is a Spirit,” they said; “let us show our affection
for him, and he will have pity on us.” The Savage who had
introduced him to this tribe was, in acknowledgment thereof,
treated as a Captain. Perot was careful not to receive all these

1Among many aboriginal tribes of North America, it was customary
to offer tobacco to their deities; see Jes. Relations, x, pp. 324-325, and
Peter Jones’s Ojebway Indians, p. 255.—ED.



